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In return for the offerings made during
the Dusrah, the worthy servitors expect
some more substantial recompense, than
oils, or cosmetics; a rupee, however, sa-
tisfies them, and they leave the donor a
world of good-wishes and salaams.

All gifts and payments are considered
peculiarly fortunate on this day, as also
the realization of any hopes of success.
Every man who follows the profession of
arms should form part of a procession
from his own village to a sacred tree
called the Sami, and after shooting an
arrow at it, each warrior placing a leaf in
his turban, returns with songs and rejoic^
ing to his house \ by this act, the people
hope to propitiate the goddess of small
pox, who is an object of peculiar terror to
the Hindoos.*

Feasting during this festival, is the
principal enjoyment of the people, at all

*The ancient German warriors had a somewhat
similar custom; that of crowning their javelins witl^
coronals of leaves from the sacred trees.
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